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I	
  cannot	
  remember	
  the	
  last	
  time	
  I	
  was	
  awake	
  (voluntarily)	
  at	
  3:30	
  a.m.	
  But	
  when	
  my	
  head	
  
hit	
  the	
  pillow	
  the	
  night	
  before	
  I	
  left	
  for	
  College	
  Station	
  for	
  our	
  first	
  TALL	
  session,	
  memories	
  
of	
  being	
  five	
  years	
  old	
  and	
  waiting	
  for	
  Santa	
  on	
  Christmas	
  Eve	
  flooded	
  back.	
  Yes,	
  I	
  was	
  that	
  
excited.	
  I	
  was	
  jumpy.	
  I	
  think	
  I	
  may	
  have	
  gotten	
  three	
  hours	
  of	
  sleep.	
  I	
  set	
  three	
  different	
  
alarms	
  so	
  I’d	
  be	
  sure	
  to	
  wake	
  up.	
  

For	
  the	
  past	
  several	
  years,	
  I’ve	
  watched	
  many	
  people	
  I	
  know	
  go	
  through	
  the	
  TALL	
  program.	
  
They	
  all	
  are	
  people	
  I	
  held	
  in	
  very	
  high	
  regard	
  before	
  and	
  even	
  more	
  so	
  now.	
  It	
  is	
  such	
  a	
  
blessing	
  and	
  a	
  privilege	
  to	
  have	
  achieved	
  this	
  goal	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  grateful	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity.	
  

After	
  an	
  infusion	
  of	
  coffee,	
  fellow	
  class	
  member	
  Lindsay	
  Kennedy	
  and	
  I	
  left	
  Lubbock	
  at	
  4:45	
  
a.m.	
  to	
  take	
  on	
  the	
  Texas	
  roads	
  to	
  College	
  Station	
  (with	
  the	
  help	
  of	
  our	
  GPS!).	
  I	
  hadn’t	
  been	
  
to	
  College	
  Station	
  since	
  I	
  was	
  in	
  high	
  school;	
  this	
  would	
  be	
  Lindsay’s	
  first	
  time.	
  We	
  talked	
  
and	
  shared	
  stories	
  the	
  entire	
  way	
  there,	
  and	
  even	
  stopped	
  on	
  a	
  few	
  backroads	
  to	
  take	
  some	
  
pictures	
  of	
  crops.	
  With	
  both	
  of	
  us	
  working	
  in	
  communications	
  for	
  our	
  respective	
  
organizations,	
  we	
  don’t	
  miss	
  a	
  chance	
  for	
  a	
  good	
  photograph!	
  

Almost	
  eight	
  hours	
  later,	
  I	
  was	
  sitting	
  among	
  my	
  classmates	
  who	
  would	
  join	
  me	
  on	
  this	
  
incredible	
  two-­‐year	
  adventure	
  that	
  I’d	
  been	
  anticipating	
  for	
  quite	
  some	
  time.	
  I	
  remember	
  
walking	
  into	
  the	
  room	
  and	
  pausing	
  to	
  take	
  everything	
  in	
  for	
  a	
  second.	
  This	
  was	
  my	
  very	
  first	
  
accomplishment	
  –	
  I	
  was	
  on	
  time!	
  And	
  even	
  early!	
  We’d	
  already	
  packed	
  a	
  lot	
  into	
  the	
  day,	
  so	
  I	
  
have	
  to	
  say	
  I	
  was	
  pretty	
  proud.	
  

Welcome/Opening	
  Remarks/Orientation/Introductions	
  

I’d	
  already	
  heard	
  such	
  great	
  things	
  about	
  Dr.	
  Jim	
  from	
  TALL	
  alumni	
  and	
  others	
  who	
  knew	
  
him,	
  and	
  his	
  commitment	
  to	
  and	
  love	
  for	
  the	
  program	
  was	
  obvious	
  from	
  the	
  first	
  moment.	
  
Hearing	
  the	
  statistics	
  of	
  applicants	
  and	
  interviewees	
  was	
  humbling	
  as	
  I	
  sat	
  there	
  in	
  my	
  seat	
  
and	
  thought	
  not	
  only	
  of	
  others	
  who	
  were	
  before	
  me,	
  but	
  also	
  those	
  who	
  have	
  not	
  yet	
  had	
  
this	
  incredible	
  opportunity.	
  

First	
  impressions	
  to	
  me	
  are	
  crucial,	
  and	
  our	
  individual	
  introductions	
  certainly	
  did	
  not	
  
disappoint.	
  I	
  enjoyed	
  hearing	
  from	
  each	
  classmate,	
  and	
  picked	
  up	
  on	
  a	
  few	
  neat	
  connections.	
  
For	
  example,	
  Sally	
  Oglesby-­‐Harris’	
  daughter	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  interns	
  I’d	
  hired	
  while	
  I	
  was	
  
working	
  at	
  the	
  Lubbock	
  Chamber	
  of	
  Commerce!	
  This	
  world	
  truly	
  is	
  small	
  and	
  you	
  never	
  
know	
  where	
  people	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  resurface	
  in	
  your	
  life;	
  TALL	
  is	
  no	
  exception.	
  

Texas	
  Department	
  of	
  Criminal	
  Justice	
  Agriculture	
  Today	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Todd	
  Swick	
  

What	
  a	
  neat	
  way	
  to	
  start	
  off	
  this	
  session!	
  I	
  honestly	
  didn’t	
  even	
  know	
  that	
  TDCJ	
  had	
  an	
  
agriculture	
  component	
  –	
  and	
  so	
  diversified	
  at	
  that!	
  It’s	
  amazing	
  what	
  all	
  they	
  manage	
  and	
  
produce	
  on	
  their	
  139,000-­‐plus	
  acres	
  (cotton,	
  vegetables,	
  cattle,	
  poultry,	
  grain,	
  hay	
  and	
  much	
  
more)	
  and	
  that	
  they	
  even	
  have	
  a	
  textile	
  mill	
  and	
  a	
  canning	
  operation!	
  I	
  really	
  liked	
  how	
  Mr.	
  
Swick	
  wrapped	
  in	
  the	
  question	
  of	
  “are	
  we	
  windmills?”	
  That	
  made	
  me	
  ponder	
  my	
  resistance	
  
to	
  change.	
  I	
  don’t	
  ever	
  want	
  to	
  get	
  “set	
  in	
  my	
  ways”	
  because	
  this	
  world	
  is	
  constantly	
  
changing	
  and	
  we	
  must	
  keep	
  up.	
  



Texas	
  Forest	
  Service	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Tom	
  Boggus,	
  Mr.	
  Mark	
  Stanford,	
  Mr.	
  Don	
  Hannemann,	
  Mr.	
  
Curt	
  Stripling	
  

Unfortunately,	
  it	
  the	
  devastating	
  Texas	
  wildfire	
  season	
  in	
  2011	
  that	
  introduced	
  me	
  to	
  the	
  
scope	
  of	
  the	
  Texas	
  Forest	
  Service.	
  However,	
  I	
  learned	
  in	
  this	
  presentation	
  just	
  how	
  
extensive	
  that	
  scope	
  truly	
  is.	
  The	
  agency	
  recently	
  was	
  awarded	
  the	
  Pulaski	
  Award,	
  a	
  huge	
  
national	
  honor	
  for	
  outstanding	
  service	
  in	
  wildland	
  firefighting	
  presented	
  each	
  year	
  by	
  the	
  
National	
  Interagency	
  Fire	
  Center.	
  	
  

One	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  interesting	
  things	
  to	
  me	
  was	
  the	
  Texas	
  Wildfire	
  Risk	
  Assessment	
  Portal	
  
(TxWRAP;	
  www.texaswildfirerisk.com),	
  where	
  you	
  can	
  put	
  in	
  an	
  address	
  and	
  it	
  will,	
  as	
  it	
  
says,	
  tell	
  you	
  about	
  the	
  wildfire	
  risk	
  around	
  that	
  certain	
  point.	
  When	
  I	
  put	
  in	
  my	
  home	
  
address,	
  my	
  result	
  was	
  minimal	
  direct	
  impact.	
  	
  However,	
  when	
  I	
  clicked	
  a	
  point	
  just	
  three	
  
miles	
  south	
  of	
  my	
  home,	
  the	
  result	
  was	
  “High,”	
  meaning,	
  “significant	
  potential	
  for	
  harm	
  or	
  
damage	
  to	
  life	
  and	
  property.”	
  Scary!	
  	
  

I	
  also	
  did	
  not	
  realize	
  that	
  more	
  than	
  80%	
  of	
  fires	
  in	
  Texas	
  begin	
  within	
  two	
  miles	
  of	
  a	
  town.	
  
These	
  men	
  and	
  women	
  truly	
  are	
  on	
  the	
  front	
  lines	
  working	
  alongside	
  our	
  firefighters	
  and	
  
other	
  public	
  safety	
  officials	
  to	
  protect	
  as	
  many	
  people	
  and	
  as	
  much	
  property	
  as	
  they	
  can.	
  I	
  
pray	
  that	
  we	
  never	
  see	
  another	
  year	
  like	
  2011,	
  and	
  I	
  know	
  they	
  are,	
  too.	
  

Etiquette	
  Training	
  and	
  Meal	
  –	
  Dr.	
  Susan	
  Quiring	
  

It	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  thing	
  this	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  very	
  first	
  events	
  in	
  our	
  session	
  because	
  I	
  found	
  
myself	
  using	
  it	
  later	
  in	
  the	
  week!	
  Dr.	
  Quiring	
  went	
  over	
  basic	
  dining	
  and	
  other	
  etiquette	
  as	
  
we	
  enjoyed	
  a	
  delicious	
  meal.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  tips	
  I’d	
  forgotten,	
  some	
  I	
  already	
  knew	
  and	
  use	
  
regularly,	
  and	
  some	
  were	
  brand-­‐new!	
  I	
  especially	
  appreciated	
  her	
  going	
  over	
  etiquette	
  in	
  
Brazil;	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  extremely	
  useful	
  on	
  our	
  international	
  trip.	
  	
  

One	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  I	
  noticed	
  about	
  Dr.	
  Quiring	
  is	
  how	
  graceful	
  she	
  is.	
  Given	
  that	
  she	
  also	
  is	
  a	
  
ballroom	
  dance	
  instructor,	
  that	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  expected,	
  but	
  the	
  way	
  she	
  carried	
  herself	
  won	
  her	
  
instant	
  credibility.	
  

To	
  me,	
  this	
  is	
  an	
  essential	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  leadership	
  program	
  because,	
  as	
  was	
  discussed,	
  a	
  ton	
  of	
  
business	
  gets	
  done	
  at	
  the	
  table	
  over	
  a	
  meal	
  or	
  simply	
  a	
  drink.	
  A	
  right	
  or	
  wrong	
  move	
  can	
  
make	
  or	
  break	
  a	
  relationship.	
  

	
  

Wednesday,	
  July	
  11,	
  2012	
  

After	
  a	
  few	
  hours	
  of	
  sleep,	
  7:35	
  a.m.	
  came	
  pretty	
  early!	
  But	
  I	
  was	
  really	
  excited	
  about	
  our	
  
first	
  session	
  especially,	
  and	
  of	
  course	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  day.	
  

Ag	
  Media	
  Training	
  –	
  Ag	
  Leadership,	
  Education	
  and	
  Communication	
  Department,	
  Texas	
  
A&M	
  University	
  

For	
  me,	
  to	
  be	
  completely	
  honest,	
  this	
  was	
  a	
  pretty	
  good	
  test	
  of	
  having	
  an	
  open	
  mind.	
  Having	
  
worked	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  (as	
  a	
  reporter	
  and	
  an	
  industry	
  representative),	
  I’ve	
  had	
  several	
  media	
  
trainings	
  and	
  even	
  conducted	
  a	
  couple.	
  But	
  there’s	
  always	
  something	
  new	
  to	
  learn,	
  and	
  I	
  
realized	
  quickly	
  that	
  this	
  particular	
  session	
  was	
  going	
  to	
  address	
  a	
  situation	
  in	
  which	
  I’m	
  
not	
  quite	
  as	
  comfortable	
  –	
  being	
  put	
  on	
  the	
  spot	
  in	
  a	
  news	
  conference.	
  

Our	
  class	
  divided	
  up	
  into	
  teams	
  and	
  drew	
  for	
  various	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  agricultural	
  industry.	
  We	
  
had	
  two	
  minutes	
  to	
  prepare	
  before	
  going	
  out	
  to	
  face	
  flashbulbs	
  and	
  a	
  whole	
  host	
  of	
  
“reporters”	
  (Texas	
  A&M	
  students	
  and	
  faculty)	
  ready	
  to	
  ask	
  every	
  question	
  in	
  the	
  book.	
  



My	
  team	
  did	
  as	
  best	
  we	
  could	
  addressing	
  a	
  situation	
  regarding	
  e.coli	
  found	
  in	
  cantaloupes.	
  I	
  
was	
  trying	
  to	
  remember	
  every	
  little	
  rule	
  and	
  keep	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  news	
  conference.	
  But	
  let	
  
me	
  tell	
  you,	
  the	
  reporters	
  were	
  tough!	
  They	
  asked	
  about	
  every	
  little	
  piece	
  of	
  information	
  we	
  
might	
  have	
  left	
  out.	
  I	
  tried	
  to	
  maintain	
  composure	
  as	
  I	
  answered	
  questions	
  and	
  everyone	
  
else	
  on	
  my	
  team	
  did	
  as	
  well.	
  By	
  the	
  time	
  we	
  were	
  done,	
  I	
  was	
  exhausted!	
  Those	
  reporters	
  
did	
  a	
  great	
  job!	
  

After	
  that,	
  Mr.	
  Tobin	
  Redwine	
  talked	
  to	
  us	
  about	
  nonverbal	
  communication,	
  even	
  using	
  
pictures	
  from	
  our	
  “news	
  conferences”	
  as	
  illustration!	
  I	
  didn’t	
  even	
  think	
  that	
  they’d	
  be	
  using	
  
those	
  pictures	
  for	
  that!	
  Turns	
  out	
  we	
  were	
  all	
  pretty	
  open	
  with	
  our	
  information	
  and	
  no	
  one	
  
got	
  angry	
  or	
  frustrated.	
  

The	
  biggest	
  takeaway	
  for	
  me	
  from	
  this	
  session	
  was	
  the	
  nonverbal	
  communication.	
  It’s	
  so	
  
easy	
  to	
  forget	
  and	
  I	
  get	
  so	
  wrapped	
  up	
  in	
  what	
  I’m	
  saying	
  that	
  sometimes	
  I	
  don’t	
  think	
  about	
  
how	
  I	
  appear	
  to	
  someone.	
  That’s	
  so	
  important	
  in	
  leadership	
  because	
  people	
  do	
  notice!	
  It’s	
  
also	
  imperative	
  that	
  we	
  as	
  leaders	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  media,	
  because	
  often	
  we’re	
  the	
  
first	
  ones	
  who	
  are	
  called	
  upon	
  to	
  speak	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  an	
  issue	
  or	
  an	
  organization.	
  I	
  also	
  
enjoyed	
  having	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  learn	
  from	
  my	
  fellow	
  classmates	
  –	
  this	
  actually	
  was	
  a	
  
great	
  way	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  people	
  indirectly!	
  

Strategy	
  Trajectory	
  of	
  American	
  Security	
  –	
  Dr.	
  Dave	
  McIntyre	
  

Dr.	
  McIntyre	
  talked	
  to	
  us	
  about	
  what	
  strategy	
  really	
  is	
  and	
  the	
  trajectory	
  of	
  our	
  nation	
  with	
  
regard	
  to	
  national	
  security.	
  He	
  talked	
  about	
  DIIME-­‐D,	
  which	
  stands	
  for	
  Diplomacy,	
  
Information,	
  Intelligence,	
  Military,	
  Economics,	
  and	
  Domestic	
  Aspects.	
  He	
  defined	
  a	
  state,	
  
nation,	
  nation/state	
  and	
  empire	
  which	
  set	
  the	
  parameters	
  for	
  what	
  we	
  discussed.	
  He	
  talked	
  
about	
  different	
  perspectives	
  of	
  man	
  and	
  natural	
  inclinations	
  toward	
  both	
  war	
  and	
  peace.	
  	
  

One	
  interesting	
  thing	
  he	
  mentioned	
  is	
  that	
  wars	
  involve	
  force.	
  We	
  always	
  hear	
  about	
  “war	
  
on	
  poverty”	
  or	
  other	
  things.	
  War	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  nation/state	
  level,	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  rules	
  in	
  achieving	
  
victory,	
  so	
  to	
  say	
  we’re	
  “waging	
  a	
  war	
  on	
  poverty”	
  is	
  incorrect.	
  

Presentations	
  such	
  as	
  Dr.	
  McIntyre’s	
  are	
  extremely	
  useful	
  because	
  they	
  teach	
  us	
  to	
  think	
  in	
  a	
  
“big-­‐picture”	
  fashion,	
  a	
  necessary	
  skill	
  for	
  a	
  leader.	
  We	
  must	
  employ	
  strategy,	
  defined	
  by	
  Dr.	
  
McIntyre	
  as	
  a	
  concept	
  of	
  cause	
  and	
  effect	
  to	
  achieve	
  victory	
  against	
  a	
  thinking	
  enemy	
  over	
  
time.	
  

Lunch	
  and	
  Tour	
  –	
  ABC	
  Equipment,	
  John	
  &	
  Connie	
  Giesenschlag,	
  John	
  Smith	
  (Citizens	
  
State	
  Bank),	
  Scott	
  Taylor	
  (Monsanto)	
  

After	
  those	
  two	
  presentations,	
  I	
  think	
  we	
  were	
  all	
  definitely	
  ready	
  for	
  lunch!	
  While	
  the	
  food	
  
was	
  excellent,	
  what	
  was	
  even	
  better	
  was	
  seeing	
  the	
  passion	
  for	
  the	
  TALL	
  program	
  that	
  the	
  
Giesenschlags	
  have.	
  I	
  had	
  the	
  privilege	
  of	
  sitting	
  with	
  Connie	
  Giesenschlag	
  and	
  I	
  enjoyed	
  
getting	
  to	
  know	
  her	
  and	
  more	
  about	
  their	
  family.	
  

	
  Jody	
  Wiggins	
  and	
  Family	
  –	
  Wiggins	
  LLP-­Watermelon	
  Warehouse,	
  Inc.	
  

We	
  never	
  turn	
  down	
  a	
  rain,	
  but	
  unfortunately	
  that	
  kept	
  us	
  from	
  seeing	
  the	
  full	
  scope	
  of	
  this	
  
family-­‐owned	
  operation.	
  But	
  we	
  did	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  getting	
  watermelons	
  to	
  the	
  
huge	
  boxes	
  in	
  stores!	
  One	
  thing	
  that’s	
  unique	
  about	
  this	
  operation	
  is	
  their	
  marketing	
  –	
  they	
  
go	
  all	
  out	
  on	
  their	
  shipping	
  boxes,	
  showcasing	
  their	
  business	
  through	
  artwork	
  on	
  the	
  box.	
  It	
  
definitely	
  makes	
  them	
  stand	
  out!	
  

	
  

	
  



Blue	
  Bell	
  Creameries	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Paul	
  Kruse,	
  CEO	
  and	
  President	
  

As	
  an	
  avid	
  Blue	
  Bell	
  fan,	
  I	
  was	
  officially	
  in	
  ice	
  cream	
  heaven!	
  We	
  split	
  up	
  into	
  tour	
  groups	
  
and	
  Mr.	
  Kruse	
  was	
  my	
  tour	
  group	
  leader.	
  We	
  got	
  a	
  “behind	
  the	
  scenes”	
  tour	
  that	
  certainly	
  is	
  
not	
  offered	
  to	
  the	
  general	
  public.	
  Mr.	
  Kruse	
  even	
  gave	
  us	
  a	
  little	
  Blue	
  Bell	
  cup	
  of	
  ice	
  cream	
  
before	
  it	
  goes	
  to	
  the	
  freezer	
  that	
  sets	
  it,	
  and	
  it’s	
  a	
  completely	
  different	
  consistency	
  than	
  what	
  
you	
  might	
  expect!	
  It’s	
  softer	
  (obviously)	
  and	
  you	
  can	
  taste	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  milk	
  product,	
  in	
  my	
  
opinion.	
  

Blue	
  Bell	
  obviously	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  quality	
  and	
  their	
  distribution	
  area	
  is	
  pretty	
  small	
  
compared	
  to	
  other	
  brands.	
  However,	
  that’s	
  what	
  sets	
  them	
  apart.	
  In	
  fact,	
  Mr.	
  Kruse	
  talked	
  
about	
  recently	
  launching	
  in	
  Colorado	
  and	
  becoming	
  the	
  #1	
  ice	
  cream	
  in	
  just	
  13	
  weeks!	
  

This	
  entire	
  tour	
  was	
  absolutely	
  incredible	
  and	
  to	
  me,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  highlights	
  of	
  the	
  week.	
  Not	
  
only	
  did	
  we	
  get	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  first-­‐class	
  quality	
  facility,	
  Mr.	
  Kruse	
  was	
  an	
  excellent	
  guide	
  and	
  
presenter.	
  His	
  down-­‐to-­‐earth	
  demeanor	
  and	
  willingness	
  to	
  talk	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  was	
  refreshing	
  in	
  
a	
  world	
  where	
  the	
  CEO	
  sometimes	
  seems	
  more	
  removed.	
  As	
  we	
  were	
  walking	
  through	
  
during	
  our	
  tour,	
  he	
  spoke	
  to	
  everyone	
  and	
  everyone	
  knew	
  who	
  he	
  was.	
  It’s	
  so	
  obvious	
  that	
  
he	
  has	
  their	
  respect	
  just	
  by	
  being	
  himself.	
  That’s	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  leader	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  be,	
  and	
  while	
  I	
  
enjoyed	
  this	
  special	
  treat	
  (no	
  pun	
  intended),	
  it	
  was	
  the	
  example	
  set	
  by	
  Mr.	
  Kruse	
  that	
  spoke	
  
to	
  me	
  the	
  most.	
  

Oh,	
  and	
  by	
  the	
  way,	
  I	
  chose	
  Peaches	
  and	
  Homemade	
  Vanilla	
  ice	
  cream!	
  Yum!	
  

Ellison’s	
  Greenhouses,	
  Inc.	
  –	
  Ms.	
  PJ	
  Ellison-­Kalil	
  

You	
  haven’t	
  seen	
  anyone	
  grow	
  poinsettias	
  until	
  you	
  come	
  to	
  Ellison’s	
  Greenhouses!	
  It	
  was	
  
so	
  neat	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  the	
  care	
  that	
  goes	
  into	
  each	
  plant	
  in	
  preparation	
  for	
  the	
  Christmas	
  
season.	
  My	
  only	
  regret	
  is	
  that	
  I	
  don’t	
  plan	
  to	
  be	
  back	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  to	
  pick	
  several	
  up	
  this	
  
winter.	
  My	
  husband’s	
  and	
  my	
  wedding	
  was	
  just	
  before	
  Christmas	
  and	
  our	
  flowers	
  were	
  
mostly	
  poinsettias,	
  so	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  bit	
  partial	
  there!	
  

But	
  aside	
  from	
  that,	
  I	
  enjoyed	
  hearing	
  Ms.	
  Ellison-­‐Kalil’s	
  reflections	
  on	
  her	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  TALL	
  
program	
  and	
  just	
  business	
  and	
  life	
  in	
  general.	
  She’s	
  had	
  to	
  make	
  some	
  tough	
  choices	
  in	
  her	
  
business	
  to	
  allow	
  it	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  thrive.	
  Her	
  passion	
  for	
  what	
  she	
  does	
  is	
  unmistakable.	
  

Brazos	
  Valley	
  Recycling	
  –	
  Ms.	
  Amanda	
  Mancuso	
  

Our	
  tour	
  of	
  this	
  locally-­‐owned	
  recycling	
  and	
  composting	
  facility	
  was	
  fascinating.	
  They	
  can	
  
recycle	
  cardboard,	
  plastic,	
  metal,	
  wood,	
  paper,	
  yard	
  waste,	
  aluminum,	
  concrete,	
  brick/block,	
  
glass,	
  and	
  food	
  and	
  liquid	
  waste.	
  They	
  even	
  have	
  a	
  food	
  waste	
  recycling	
  program	
  where	
  the	
  
waste	
  is	
  transformed	
  into	
  beneficial	
  compost.	
  They	
  truly	
  are	
  a	
  tremendous	
  partner	
  in	
  
preserving	
  and	
  protecting	
  our	
  environment.	
  I	
  have	
  to	
  admit	
  that	
  I’m	
  not	
  the	
  best	
  at	
  
recycling,	
  but	
  touring	
  Brazos	
  Valley	
  Recycling	
  has	
  made	
  me	
  consider	
  what	
  I’m	
  doing	
  as	
  my	
  
part.	
  Lubbock	
  offers	
  opportunities	
  for	
  recycling	
  and	
  I	
  already	
  have	
  taken	
  advantage	
  of	
  those	
  
since	
  I’ve	
  completed	
  this	
  session!	
  

Dinner	
  at	
  Charlie	
  and	
  Cindy	
  Mancuso’s	
  

I	
  think	
  that	
  if	
  there	
  were	
  a	
  red	
  carpet	
  actually	
  available,	
  the	
  Mancusos	
  would	
  have	
  rolled	
  it	
  
out	
  for	
  us!	
  It	
  was	
  so	
  kind	
  of	
  them	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  evening,	
  their	
  beautiful	
  home,	
  and	
  their	
  
family	
  with	
  us.	
  We	
  all	
  had	
  such	
  a	
  great	
  time	
  just	
  talking	
  and	
  getting	
  to	
  know	
  each	
  other	
  even	
  
better.	
  

	
  

	
  



Thursday,	
  July	
  12,	
  2012	
  

ChallengeWorks	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Bob	
  Gantt	
  

Well,	
  here	
  it	
  was	
  –	
  the	
  ropes	
  course	
  that	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  TALL	
  alumni	
  I	
  knew	
  had	
  told	
  me	
  about!	
  	
  I	
  
was	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  an	
  incredible	
  experience	
  and	
  this	
  definitely	
  did	
  not	
  disappoint.	
  

We	
  began	
  with	
  a	
  few	
  “getting	
  to	
  know	
  you”	
  exercises	
  before	
  dividing	
  up	
  into	
  two	
  teams.	
  Art	
  
was	
  our	
  leader	
  and	
  thus	
  began	
  a	
  day	
  of	
  thinking,	
  learning,	
  working	
  together,	
  and	
  
discovering	
  things	
  about	
  ourselves	
  and	
  each	
  other.	
  Our	
  group	
  immediately	
  seemed	
  to	
  have	
  
a	
  healthy	
  amount	
  of	
  trust	
  for	
  each	
  other,	
  so	
  we	
  dove	
  right	
  into	
  everything.	
  There	
  were	
  tests	
  
of	
  our	
  creativity,	
  wit,	
  and	
  skill	
  and	
  we	
  rose	
  to	
  the	
  challenge	
  every	
  time.	
  	
  

As	
  for	
  the	
  log	
  suspended	
  30	
  feet	
  above	
  the	
  ground,	
  I	
  surprisingly	
  scaled	
  right	
  up	
  the	
  pole	
  
and	
  across	
  with	
  no	
  problem	
  whatsoever.	
  When	
  I	
  was	
  in	
  Leadership	
  Lubbock,	
  I	
  did	
  not	
  do	
  
the	
  high	
  exercise	
  on	
  our	
  ropes	
  course.	
  I	
  let	
  my	
  fear	
  get	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  me,	
  I	
  suppose.	
  This	
  time	
  
around,	
  I	
  didn’t	
  even	
  bat	
  an	
  eye.	
  As	
  I	
  reflect	
  on	
  why,	
  I’m	
  not	
  sure	
  whether	
  I’ve	
  just	
  grown	
  up	
  
a	
  little	
  or	
  what,	
  but	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  even	
  as	
  big	
  of	
  a	
  challenge	
  for	
  me.	
  That	
  was	
  a	
  neat	
  victory	
  and	
  
certainly	
  an	
  encouragement!	
  

Texas	
  Engineering	
  Extension	
  Service	
  –	
  Emergency	
  Services	
  Training	
  Institute	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Mike	
  
Wisby	
  

Again,	
  no	
  one	
  was	
  complaining	
  about	
  the	
  rain,	
  but	
  unfortunately	
  it	
  prevented	
  us	
  from	
  
getting	
  the	
  full	
  tour	
  of	
  the	
  fire	
  training	
  facility.	
  I	
  had	
  no	
  idea	
  that	
  firefighters	
  from	
  around	
  
the	
  world	
  come	
  to	
  College	
  Station	
  to	
  train	
  at	
  this	
  amazing	
  facility!	
  That	
  certainly	
  explained	
  
all	
  the	
  firefighters	
  staying	
  at	
  our	
  hotel.	
  

TALL	
  Reception	
  and	
  Evening	
  Dinner	
  with	
  Mr.	
  David	
  Carrabba	
  

Let	
  me	
  first	
  say	
  that	
  the	
  new	
  AgriLife	
  Center	
  is	
  a	
  fantastic	
  facility.	
  That,	
  coupled	
  with	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  meet	
  and	
  mingle	
  with	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  finest	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  agriculture	
  industry,	
  
made	
  for	
  a	
  memorable	
  evening.	
  This	
  was	
  another	
  “red-­‐carpet”	
  moment!	
  Everyone	
  I	
  spoke	
  to	
  
was	
  very	
  kind	
  and	
  engaging,	
  and	
  enthusiastic	
  about	
  the	
  TALL	
  program	
  and	
  willing	
  to	
  
embrace	
  us	
  as	
  a	
  new	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  prestigious	
  group.	
  

Dr.	
  Jim	
  welcomed	
  everyone	
  before	
  introducing	
  Dr.	
  Mark	
  Hussey,	
  Vice	
  Chancellor	
  and	
  Dean	
  
of	
  the	
  College	
  of	
  Agriculture	
  and	
  Life	
  Sciences	
  at	
  Texas	
  A&M.	
  Dr.	
  Hussey	
  is	
  very	
  supportive	
  
of	
  TALL	
  and	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  impact	
  and	
  the	
  true	
  value	
  of	
  the	
  program.	
  	
  

The	
  keynote	
  speaker	
  was	
  Dr.	
  Brett	
  Giroir,	
  Vice	
  Chancellor	
  for	
  Strategic	
  Initiatives	
  for	
  the	
  
Texas	
  A&M	
  System.	
  Dr.	
  Giroir,	
  who	
  was	
  a	
  pediatrician,	
  now	
  has	
  led	
  biotechnology	
  initiatives	
  
and	
  most	
  recently	
  played	
  a	
  large	
  role	
  in	
  securing	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  Innovation	
  in	
  Advanced	
  
Development	
  and	
  Manufacturing	
  for	
  Texas	
  A&M.	
  This	
  center,	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  
Health	
  and	
  Human	
  Services,	
  will	
  work	
  to	
  develop	
  vaccines	
  and	
  medicines	
  that	
  will	
  aid	
  in	
  
addressing	
  biological	
  and	
  pandemic	
  threats.	
  This	
  is	
  huge	
  for	
  Texas	
  A&M	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  whole	
  
area	
  economically.	
  

After	
  Dr.	
  Giroir’s	
  address,	
  each	
  member	
  of	
  TALL	
  XIII	
  introduced	
  themselves	
  to	
  the	
  entire	
  
group	
  before	
  the	
  reception	
  ended	
  and	
  each	
  class	
  member	
  left	
  for	
  dinner	
  with	
  a	
  sponsor,	
  a	
  
TALL	
  alumni,	
  or	
  someone	
  otherwise	
  associated	
  with	
  Texas	
  A&M	
  or	
  the	
  program.	
  Brant	
  
Mettler	
  and	
  I	
  went	
  to	
  dinner	
  with	
  Mr.	
  David	
  Carrabba	
  with	
  Gooseneck	
  Trailer	
  
Manufacturing.	
  Mr.	
  Carrabba	
  also	
  has	
  several	
  other	
  business	
  interests,	
  so	
  we	
  all	
  had	
  plenty	
  
to	
  share	
  and	
  learn	
  about	
  each	
  other!	
  This	
  evening	
  was	
  another	
  highlight	
  of	
  the	
  week.	
  

	
  



Friday,	
  July	
  13,	
  2012	
  

Friday	
  already?	
  It	
  seemed	
  like	
  we’d	
  just	
  gotten	
  to	
  College	
  Station!	
  The	
  week	
  absolutely	
  flew.	
  
Lindsay	
  and	
  I	
  packed	
  our	
  stuff	
  back	
  into	
  the	
  truck	
  and	
  headed	
  to	
  the	
  Bush	
  School	
  of	
  
Government	
  and	
  Public	
  Service.	
  

Bioenergy	
  Research	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Bob	
  Avant	
  

With	
  the	
  demand	
  for	
  energy	
  possibly	
  doubling	
  by	
  2050,	
  our	
  nation	
  and	
  world	
  will	
  continue	
  
to	
  look	
  to	
  agriculture	
  for	
  opportunities.	
  We	
  have	
  so	
  many	
  challenges	
  facing	
  us,	
  from	
  
tensions	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  to	
  environmental	
  restrictions	
  to	
  an	
  inconsistent	
  energy	
  policy.	
  
Wind	
  and	
  solar	
  energy	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  larger	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  grid	
  (up	
  to	
  20%)	
  but	
  
transmission	
  remains	
  an	
  issue	
  for	
  wind.	
  All	
  of	
  these	
  factors	
  and	
  others	
  make	
  it	
  imperative	
  
that	
  Texas	
  AgriLife	
  Research	
  continue	
  to	
  explore	
  alternatives	
  and	
  how	
  agriculture	
  will	
  be	
  
involved.	
  

Texas	
  Veterinary	
  Medical	
  Diagnostic	
  Laboratory	
  –	
  Dr.	
  Roger	
  Parker	
  

I	
  was	
  not	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  Texas	
  Veterinary	
  Medical	
  Diagnostic	
  Laboratory	
  before	
  this	
  
session.	
  They	
  must	
  play	
  a	
  central	
  role	
  in	
  disease	
  identification	
  to	
  aid	
  in	
  our	
  national	
  security	
  
efforts,	
  not	
  to	
  mention	
  their	
  role	
  in	
  general	
  veterinary	
  medicine	
  and	
  ensuring	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  
our	
  animals.	
  

Leadership,	
  National	
  Securities	
  and	
  International	
  Affairs	
  –	
  Dr.	
  Joseph	
  Cerami	
  

Dr.	
  Cerami	
  discussed	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  national	
  security	
  pre-­‐	
  and	
  post-­‐September	
  11	
  and	
  our	
  
place	
  internationally.	
  As	
  did	
  Dr.	
  McIntyre,	
  he	
  talked	
  about	
  world	
  views,	
  and	
  we	
  named	
  
recent	
  and	
  current	
  leaders	
  who	
  were	
  Realists,	
  Idealists,	
  Pragmatists	
  and	
  Constructivists.	
  For	
  
me	
  that	
  was	
  important	
  because	
  although	
  I	
  enjoy	
  history,	
  I	
  like	
  tying	
  things	
  to	
  current	
  events	
  
as	
  well.	
  This	
  was	
  yet	
  another	
  opportunity	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  think	
  on	
  a	
  world	
  scale.	
  So	
  often	
  we	
  get	
  
caught	
  up	
  in	
  our	
  day-­‐to-­‐day,	
  but	
  as	
  leaders,	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  bigger	
  picture.	
  Dr.	
  Cerami	
  
illustrated	
  this	
  perfectly	
  and	
  because	
  of	
  his	
  presentation,	
  I	
  have	
  found	
  myself	
  consuming	
  
news	
  differently.	
  

“Behind	
  the	
  Scenes”	
  Tour	
  of	
  the	
  George	
  Bush	
  Presidential	
  Archives	
  –	
  Mr.	
  Douglas	
  
Campbell	
  

What	
  an	
  extraordinary	
  way	
  to	
  finish	
  our	
  first	
  TALL	
  session!	
  I	
  just	
  thought	
  my	
  office	
  was	
  
organized.	
  What	
  seems	
  like	
  every	
  minute	
  of	
  George	
  Bush’s	
  presidency	
  is	
  chronicled	
  in	
  what	
  
must	
  be	
  thousands	
  upon	
  thousands	
  of	
  files	
  and	
  boxes,	
  all	
  organized	
  meticulously.	
  Mr.	
  
Campbell	
  and	
  everyone	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  Archives	
  love	
  what	
  they	
  do	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  so	
  willing	
  
to	
  share	
  and	
  answer	
  questions.	
  Having	
  this	
  opportunity	
  was	
  yet	
  another	
  chance	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  
the	
  enormity	
  of	
  the	
  TALL	
  program	
  and	
  how	
  blessed	
  I	
  am	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  this	
  class.	
  

Overall	
  Impressions	
  

At	
  every	
  turn	
  I	
  was	
  reminded	
  of	
  the	
  magnitude	
  of	
  being	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  program.	
  Not	
  that	
  I	
  
ever	
  questioned	
  it,	
  but	
  I	
  believe	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  actually	
  experience	
  it	
  to	
  truly	
  understand.	
  I	
  just	
  
thought	
  I	
  had	
  an	
  idea	
  of	
  what	
  I	
  was	
  in	
  for.	
  The	
  best	
  thing	
  is,	
  this	
  is	
  only	
  the	
  beginning.	
  As	
  one	
  
TALL	
  alumnus	
  told	
  me	
  at	
  the	
  reception,	
  “If	
  you	
  think	
  this	
  first	
  week	
  has	
  been	
  good,	
  you	
  
better	
  get	
  ready,	
  because	
  you’re	
  in	
  for	
  the	
  ride	
  of	
  your	
  life!”	
  So	
  true!	
  This	
  is	
  indeed	
  an	
  honor	
  
and	
  I	
  plan	
  to	
  seize	
  every	
  precious	
  minute	
  of	
  it.	
  I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  seeing	
  everyone	
  in	
  West	
  
Texas	
  in	
  October!	
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