
Linda Jordens Galayda #7 

Class XIII – Session 4 – Washington D.C., Maryland, New York 

 

WASHINGTON DC  

Arrived Saturday April 20, 2013 

It was great to see everyone again.  It is amazing how close the group has grown.  I really miss 
everyone when the group is not together.  Sometmee weee ooe eee e w e eeee aeewee TAAe o oeoee
the TexasRancherGirl.com blog and read the resumes of my amazing class mates.  They are all 
bri  i eeeieeeweirefie dse– personable and engaging – reareseee tieseooeseree eweooe w r  eer and 
integrity – solid family men and women - true advocates of agriculture with the ability to change the 
world. 

Se reedeooee iewe e“W swie eoeeTfere  rrkeeoorreeWee eree b eeeoeseeeewee  aieo eeAibr r eooe
Congress, House and Senate, White House, Kennedy Center, and many noted museums and other 
 oieremeeeeboi die sreeWee  eo    e oeeeoe   reeweeJeffersoeeMemori  eeeweeVieeeN me&eKore ee
Veeer eseMemori  ee edeeweeRooseie eeMemori  reeOf course, seeing the memorial wall to ooreVieee
Nam veterans always moves oeeeeoeemotoeree wee  oeJim eMemori  eeeiereo i seeoee ree oorebre ewe
away – makes  ooeoee earideeeoebee eeTmeri  eereo ie e w eea seebr ieeTmeri  esew iees  rifi ede
for the freedom we take for granted. 

 

Sunday – April 21, 2013 

There was so much to see.  Weebe  eeoored  e eeeweeSmiewsoei eeN toe  eTire edeSa  eeMoseomree
From the Wright Brothers to space travel –   esome!!eeWeem dee ebrieoeseoaeieeeweeN toe  e
Museum of Art – I just could not get the guys that interested!!  They were really just looking for a 
place to have lunch.  Ooe oorseee eew deeoeseoae eeeweeN toe  eTr wiieseoore eoreswe oore eeoore
 e   r toeeooe edeaeedee ee–  oesteotoee– Bill of Rights.  We managed the American History 
Museum and the Indian Museum – boeeeier ewie ea  ese fereseeie eewee oesteotoereeee 

 

Monday – April 22, 2013    Day #1 

WwieeeHooseeBriefie e- Indian Treaty Library – Eiseewo ereExe otieeOO eeBoi die e weree ee eree
welcomed by Jennifer Yerzak –  ire eoreeOO eeooeExeere  e ede eter oieremeee  eTff irseUrSre
Department of Agriculture.  Jeeeioereise ee tiee ex ereeJeeeioerewe aedearo oreeeweeo bo ooseroome
we were in that overlooked the White House.  Really awesome view!! 
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Doug McKalip – Senior Policy Advisor foreRor  eTff irseeWwieeewoosee omest e o i  e ooe i ree 

 oo ew se orredeoeeewreeeo rmebi  sreeExaressede oe ereeooreWeseee ex seoert iierea  eeeexa osioee– 
 ssoredeoseew eeiee oo debee iieeeewee teetoeeieedeseriesree oo eoee seseroe   eew ee  ri o eoreeis 
eoee ete eewee teetoeeieeeeedsreesoreeweefirseetmee  e  semeetoeedeieeeweee oeomi ereaoreeeoe
President Obama.  Americans spend 15% of their disposable income on food.  The report also 
speaks to ag technology and bio chemistry. 

6 million people addedeeoeewee or deaoao  toeee  wemoeewreeUSeo rmerse i  ebe reeweebroeeeeoe
produce the food for this global growth.  We will meet the demands in spite of the weather issues; 
drought.  Progress is good but we are losing farm land to urban sprawl.  Tax  oesider toese reebeie e
looked at to protect the land. 

Crop insurance is a key component in this Farm Bill – thought is to create a safety net.  oeseri toee
issoese i  ebee ddressedreeRor  edeie oameeeeeeedseeweeri weeresoor eseeoebeeeffe tierees rmeBill 
 orrie eeoe ddeie eetieseooreyoung people to get into farming.  Only 16% rural community – and 
yet 20% of our military comes from rural areas.  The Council has set aside money to invest in rural 
America  1) Accessing capital for rural areas 2) Improvement of quality of life – housing, college 
 r do toeeebro db ede oeee tiie eewe  ewe  re.  3) Conserv toee– woete eefiswie eearoee eebe oe e
of America.   NRCS, Farm Bureau will play bigger role as means of accessing the money that has 
been set aside. 

President has key advisors.  Several key councils -N toe  eE oeomi e ooe i e– N toe  eSe orie e
Council – He  ewe  ree edeEdo  toeree oo ebe ieieseew eeehe White House recognizes that we are 
the ones that get things done – he thinks that rural America is on the President’s mind every day.   

Felicia Escobar – Seeiore o i  eTdiisoreoore mmi r toeeeWwieeeHoosee omest e o i  e ooe i  

se i i eise ee tieeooeS eeAntonio, Texas.  The President has a iisioeeooreimmi r toeereoorm. He 
supports immi r toeereoorme– border security – a ii b ee   eeoeobe iee itieeswiae– viability of job 
status – edo  toereesSTeoO ese i  ee ree emoreearomieeeeero eeieere iser toee edeierifi  toeree
sormse  eebeefi  edeieeoee ieereeHoaeoo eew eeeweebi  e i  em ree   eefforesemoreestreamlined.  People 
mosee omeeoor  rdedorie eewee“si eeoake iedo e reeewee oieremeeee i  eoseeeweeoo  eoor eeooe  Eeeoe
deport. 
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Rohan Patel – Associate Director of Public Engagement, White House Council on Environmental 
Quality 

Always impressed with level of commitment – we reeooeo rmerseeUS TeesSTeeNR SreeNe seeod  e– 
ReseoreeT ee i  e ffe ee18e ooeteseiee ex se– clean water acts.  Moee emoseebeeosedeeffe tie  eoore
eeiiroemeeee edee oeomi e  eieeeresesreeN toe  eO e ese o i  e– to develop coastal areas – water 
quality and environmental aroee toereeMrre  ee eoe eeew eeeweree ereemany myths about EPA and 
agriculture.   

 

Ms. Krysta Harden – US Te wieoeooeSe ffe– OO eeooeeweeSe ree r  

She welcomed us – told us how important our presence was – that people do want to hear what we 
w ieeeoes  e oeer r eeoeeweee toe  eee sreeSe  e  tiee– a rt ia eeree   re booee w eeiseimaore eee– 
but also listen!!  Our country is so diverse – we must remain open minded.  Washington DC is the 
most powerful town in the world – bi edifferee ese– boee eaeoa eeew ee omeeeo eewereieetmeeooe
adversity.  Department of Agri o eoreeisest  e“eweeaeoa eese  ee  kre  eeisest  e eer  ed eew eeaeoa ee
are so disconnected from their food.  They do have a Farmers Market and a small garden on the 
ground – people see it –  sreqoestoese– ieem rese edifferee eree weeooodeisedoe eedeeoe e o   eooode
bank.   

US Te orrsew rdeeo m reesoreeewe ew iee ese ee“ eeeweee b ekedorie edis ossioeseew ee ffe ee
agriculture – want those making decisions to understand our viewpoint – the impact on ag – our 
ieeeresese reereareseeeedreeOeeeooeeod  esebi  eseeeoai seiseimmi r toeree rose!eeResaect!  Once 
established –  ere  edi  o oee  eee reea   erees rmeBi  se reediO o eeeoe rieeree ifferee ese reeoso    e
re ioe  ree eeisediO o eeeoem reeiee orreoore   eieeeresesree eeiseimaore eeeeoesae re ieweoeeeioi eree
 omaromiseeise rit   e– water ande  ri o eoreemoseefiede ommoee rooedr  We need to get on 
bo rdsee ommiteese– we have to do our part – step up and speak out.  Learn a lot – give a lot!! 

Beau Greenwood – Exe otieeVi ee resideeee– CropLife America 

The topic was “Advocacy for Modern T ri o eorekree eeise w e ee reeweree–eoe  ewereieoorm toee– to 
seee   e sae eseooe  ri o eoree( eier e oma i  eede edediierseeeete ye– to listen and learn.  Then we 
have a responsibility to work together to unify our voice and to speak out. 

Mr. Michael Alston – Deputy Administrator for Insurance Services, Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
Crop insurance base has increased from 1 million to 2 million.  More claims have been paid.  Loss 
occurs on many levels – drought – floodie e– firesree ex sew se iiede ieweiery long term drought.   
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2011eiesorede36r9emi  ioee  resree ee2012eiesorede45emi  ioee  reseiee ex sree   ooee oeteoeseeoeriseree
We ewerea teresew ieebeeeesoe beorm  ree  ew ed eeise oe ereede booee  eeeoreezes killing the 
wheat.  Make your story personal.  “Because of crop insurance –  e  se b eeeoese  eieebosieesskree
E e eedeoO i  seeeedeeoeoederse edreeWee reeeoee ete eri weoromeeweseearo r mse– we are 
surviving.   

Crop ranking by value: corn – soybeans – wheat –  otoee– citrus – nursery – almonds- rice – all 
others. 

 

Mr. Chris Beyerhelm – Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs – Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

Farm loans – lending programs go back to the 1930’s –  feredearessioeearo r me  sedesi eedeto 
get people back to the farm.  Twofold mission – farm security net and assistance to get young 
farmers started.  1980ese eoeweretmeeooediseresse ede eriseeieeemer ee  e eedie reeWwoewo dseewee
debt for farmers?  Commercial banks hold 39% and farm credit system holds 40% - roo w  e80%ree
Vo omeeooeooese edie eo rmedebeew sese bi iiede fere rediee risisree wereehas been more foreclosures 
– troubled areas – dairy, pork, poultry.  This is driven by high interest rates and decreased asset 
value.  Banks are currently very well capitalized.   orreeeedebeeeoe sseeer toes  semoseeo rmerse ree
 b eeeoem reemoee ree e re seeooe  edei  oeew sereaeeo rmerseiee e oodeaositoeeeoeborro emoee ree
Ho eieree   eeweeima  eseeoeo rmeie omeeorome2012edroo wee reest  eoereo er 

FSA provides loans on a temporary basis – exae e toeeiseeoeborro e–  eeebetere edea  eoffeewee o ee
– move on down the road.  Hope that ise5eeoe6e e rse o eeisea ideoffeoreoeeeise b eeeoeqo  io eoore
private sector resources.  In 2012 FSA has loaned over $4r8ebi  ioeeooe redieeeoe35e000e aa i  eesree
The default rate is the lowest – 6r5%edo eeorome23r8%eiee1995ree weeqo  ie eooeeweeaorto ioeiseier e
 oodreeM e ediffereeee o ese– land purchases – oaer te e  aie  e– disaster losses – beginning farmer 
programreeBe ieeie eo rmerseie re sedeorome3e474eiee1995eeoe21e785eiee2012reeS Te(so i    e
dis di ee  edyeo rmerseie re sedeorome3e260eeoe16e068eieeewees meetmeeaeriodreeMoseesm   e ede
mediomesiiedeo rmsere  ewe ii  eoeeoff-farm income to cover living expenses aedeobe ieeaositiee
debt service capacity.   

 

Michael Scuse – UedereSe ree r eUS T-FSA- Risk Management-Foreign Ag Service 

sorei eeT eSerii eew seoO ese   eoiereewee or dreeSe ffew seeoe orreeoeovercome trade barriers.  
Maybe products are not being allowed in at a port – eweirese ffew seeoe oemedi eeeeweeoe o die eooe
that shipment.  They also work to build other countries economic income in hopes that with their 
improved incomes the dem ede i  eriseeooremoreeUSeexaore products.  An example of this is China – 
eweeaeoa eeeo edesiree ede  ee ffordemoreebeeoreeSe ffew seeoe orredi i eee  eeoebre redo eeb rrierse 
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ooreoseeoebee b eeeoeswiaeewesee ooeeriesreeRi weeeo eewe e ree orrie eoee   ifi eRime ooeeriese– 
Canada – Mexi oeeoeexa edeooreexaoresree weeEUeiseoore5th   r eseea reeereboee eest  ew ieee riffe
barriers to address.  We have made progress –  ee i  e oeteoeeeoem reearo ressr 

Mr. Juan Garcia – Administrator for Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

FSA has approximate  e12e000eema o eese   eoiereeweeUSreeW eeedeeoee  re booees rmeBi   but there 
iseeoee ebi  e eereeW ite eeoeseeewo eewe esoreeooeeeweiredifferee esreeEier oeeeise oefideeeeew eeeweree
will be a farm bill.  It will take several months to implement the program – ro ese edere o  toese
w ieeeoebee riteeree ssoessee roaeiesor e eea  meeesreee weeooeoreeooresSTeisemoreeoee ieeeoormse ede
fi ie sr  

Ms. Autumn McCain and Ms. J eee oOe de– soode&eNoeritoe  eSerii ee(sNSy 

Overview of SNAP – “to provide for improvede eie seooeeoeritoee moe e o -income households 
through Federal-Se eeearo r meooeooode ssise e eree ee2012eiee osee$78r4ebi  ioee– supported nearly 
47 million individuals in over 22 million households.  Since 2007, the number of persons supported 
has incre sedeb e aaroxim ee  e67%reeSNT eise eeeete emeeeearo r me– it is available to anyone 
 woemeeeseeweee i ibi ie e rieeri reeNe r  ew  oeooea rt ia eese ree wi dreereeOeeeieeeeeea rt ia eese
 ree  ee60eoreo derreeYooemoseebee e itieeeeoeqo  io ree weebeeefiee eie eiseb sedeoee e“woosewo dke– 
siieeooeeweewoosewo deeie omeee&eexaeesesreeB si ee emeeeseooee i ibi ie seb ere   ooeese– income 
( rosse&eeeeeie omeye– dedo toesreeIt is the State’s responsibility to deal with fraud.   

There has been a huge increase due to people losing their jobs – SNAP grows in weak economies.  
 weesoode edeNoeritoeeT eedefieesee i ib eeooode se e eooodeoreooodearodo eeoorewomee oesomatoeree
The Act precludes certain items from being purchased, such as: alcoholic beverages, tobacco 
products, hot foods, and any food for on-aremisee oesomatoer 

 wees rmeBi  eise80%eeoeritoeesoeSNT eise80% ooeeweeUS Tebod eeree weree reeedo  toe  earo r mse
oeeeoeritoeeboeeeweeedo  toeeiseeoeem ed eor reeThe reality of policing what an individual buys 
becomes even more complex.  Of course, our group was very vo   e booeeSNT eeeedie edr m t e
reform – edo  toeeoeeeoeritoee– ewee  rdeoe  e   o ie eeweeaor w seeooewe  ew eooodeee essitese– 
m ed eor edro eeeste r 

Mr. Dale Moore – Exe otiee ire eoree ob i e o i  e– Farm Bureau 

Farm Bureau is a farm and ranch tradeeor  eii toeree wereeise ese eeeo rmebore oeieeeier ese eee
including Costa Rico.  Currently working on Farm Bill – Ag labor reform – tax reform.  Last year Farm 
Bureau was pleased that the estate tax was made permanent at 5 million and a permanent base was 
seeeoore  aie  e  iesree wereeise e oese eeeb t ee ieweeweeE Te– like trying to control all water that 
flo seieeoenavigable   eer   se(ew eeiseeweeN toe  eO e ese o i  eew eeoorem ewi   eorieedesaoreeooe 
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earlier). The EPA would then control every drop of water and dictate land use.  It is important to 
eoeeeew ee weeeeweeE Teimaosesere o  toese– it is the land owners’ responsibility by law to obey 
and it is all at the landowners’ expense.   Endangered species is another hot topic – economic 
impact is great.   

 wees rmeBi  earo esseise ete eoedere   e   iereeeThey could not just pick up the bills from last 
session – things had changed – and now there are si eifi  eeeswort   sreeWee oo deeoee eee es rme
Bill a ssede iewooeeeweeeoeritoeeeete emeeesree 

Keeaeeweeoo oseoeeeweeao i  reeYooe  eeoeem reeieeaersoe  ree ommiteese ree  reoo eeoeeeoeseeaeoiere
ieeoe eoewere ommiteeeissoeebe  oseeieeoaeeseeweedooreoore eoewere ommiteeeeoeieeerieeeeiee oore
business. 

  

Mr. Don Parrish – Seeiore ire eoreeRe o  eor eRe  toese 

 wes ae reeB  e edeiese ma i  toes 

17,000 square miles – East Coast watershed –  esseew ee10%e  ri o eoreree weeo seereaoao  toee  se
eweefi eere  eeeree we ew ieebeeeedea eeededoeeeoeoierefiswie e– disease brought in on ships – 
 oeierte eo seereswe  eeoero dreeWee  eeee oeero e– only manage – 9 point water sources.  In 2025 
EPA has assigned – 7 lbs of nitrogen will be the maximum load allowed per acre.  The farmer or 
rancher would have to clean up the rest.  Rainfall is 14 lbs.  The land owner will be assigned E3 – 
everything – by everybody – for everyone.  That is more than extreme.  Noeoeee oo de ffordeeoe
comply.  The EPA has one goal – clean water and air.  People do not factor in to their plans. 

 

Mr. Andrew Walmsley –  ire eoree oe ressioe  eRe  toese– “  e eeTirk 

Greenhouse gas is currently in court – s rmeBore oe edeoewereor  eii toese reefi wte ree wee  rboee
e xeise eoeweres  r eissoeeew eew sebeeeeewro eeooeeoore oesider toereeWweeeoore overnment is 
looking for revenue –  e ewie e  eew aaeeree rofie bi ie e– arodo tiie emoseebee oorede eeserioos  ree
The EPA keeps ramping up the requirements – not achievable.  Coal has been hammered.  That EPA 
ieit tiee oo deredo eeooreao erea  eese edeeheir output. 

Most of our speakers did not speak highly of the EPA.  They felt that the EPA had gained an 
enormous amount of power – the President’s ear and approval.  They make outrageous demands 
ew eedesero ebosieessese   eieeeweee meeooem rie e ebetereenvironment.  Everyone wants to protect 
our environment – boeearoee toeeooe e ii rdeswoo deeoeeooe ei weewees e te eooeeweee reweseaeoa ee
(there’s that word people that the EPA doesn’t recognize). The problem is they make extreme 
demands that put extreme re o  toese ede oseseb  reoeeeweebosieesse ommoeie e– farmers and  
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ranchers.  They are forcing businesses out of business and not allowing energy businesses in.  The 
EPA might not always get their extreme demand – boeeofeeetmeseeweireide eooe omaromiseea   ese
eooemo wefie e i  ebordeeeoee ese meeee edeewe eoo dree   weeE Tew sedoeee e re eejobeooem rrete e
–  ooe oo debee eso i  eooe  seeeoesae re   ieseeeeiiroemeee  earoee toereeBoeeewe ew ieee reee
things too far without a voice to counteract their outrageous claims with real facts.  It is important 
to protect our environment but if the truth be told –  ee  eearoee ee edebe oto e iewooeedesero ie e
all business that provides jobs, food, and energy. 

Kelli Ludlum –  ire eoree oe ressioe  eRe  toese– “Aiieseo re ssoesk 

 weeTeim  e ro eUsereseee–  o r eeeese etmee ieeeooredro ereiie se ede aaroi  eoore eeexae eede
 es erree wise oo deee oor  eeee edro sree wereeise eee eaosweooreoseeoereaoree etbiot eoseeeoe
FDA.   ro e oma eiese ree  re d ereaorte eooreaor w sesreeBoeeewee  tiises want to know what we 
used – how we used it – on what animals.  Risk assessments have already been done showing 
minimal residual – boeeew eeiseeoeeeeoo weooreewee  tiiseree 

 

April 23, 2013 – Day 2 

Brazilian Embassy – Horrys Friaca – T ri o eor  eTt  wee 

Brazil is the 5th largest country in the world – 5th largest aoao  toes – 7th largest economy.  In 2009 
eweeexaoreseeoeeweeUSe eree159ebi  ioee edeewe eimaoreede136ebi  ioereeT mosee50%eis Amazon Biome 
– forest; no agriculture.  Pasture lands occupy nearly 70% of the total area dedicated to Ag 
arodo toeree  seoreearodo tiie eisest  e o e– around 1 head per hectare (2.4 acres).  Agricultural 
arodo toeese reedearim ri  eieeeweesooewereeregion – expanded to other areas toward the mid-west 
of the country.  The country invested in tropical technology to allow coexistence of food and energy 
arodo toereeWor d idee e die earodo eseso we sebeeoeeso be eeeso  reeaoo er e ede offeee   ooeee
for theem jorie eooearodo toereeRe eee  e oreew seie re sedeooreeew eo reeEUe– then China – then the 
USe reeewee e die ere iaieeeseooeeweireexaoresree weeaositieereso eseooeeweeBr ii i eeer deeb   e eere  e
on agriculture – 54r8ebi  ioeeiee  ribosieessree omest e oesomatoeer erie e– ethanol – beef – corn.  
Brazil can harvest two crops in one year.  Soybeans then corn – double cropping.  The largest corn 
export partner is Iran. Brazil is worldwide leading supplier of both beef and Halal beef.  Russia is 
currently biggest recipient.  Most of their poultry goes to Saudi Arabia.  Russia takes largest share of 
pork – then Hong Kong.  Another growth area is sugarcane which can be transformed to sugar and 
ethanol.  The largest export of sugar is to India.  The top importers of ethanol are eweeEUe– Japan – 
South Korea.  Almost half of the sources of the Brazilian energy matrix are renewable – sugarcane 
beie eeweese oedemoseeimaore eeeoeereeOi e edeoi earodo esest  e e de– boeeoe  e ee38%ree orreee  e10e
million cars in Br ii ew ieeflex-ooe eee ieesreeBr ii eiseewee or dese e die eexaoreereooe offeeree weire 
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ieiesemeeeeieeee weo o  ew seie re sedearodo toeeb e26%e wi eearodo toee re ew sede re sede
38%ree oaedeste toeseoore offeee re eweeEUe– eweeeeweeUSe(eoe  e3r7ebi  ioeyr 

The Amazon Biome is protected by law – like our Federal reserves.  Satellite monitoring controls the 
re ioeeeoeeesoreeeweeR ieesoreseearoee toereeIn the Amazon Biome the government does not help 
you takee  reeooeewee80%e ooemoseereserieree eeisem ed eor eeoeareserieeriiereb ersee re se rooede
lagoons, lakes or water reservoirs, peaks, among other things – all at your own expense.  You are 
also required to plant grass along the river banks.   

 weeUSedoeseeoee oesidereBr ii e eewre eeeoeoore  ri o eor  ree eeewee  t eeiedoser e– they are not free 
of foot and mouth disease – ieemoseeiese e esei   ie toese reeoatoe  e- so they have to export to 
 esse“ai r kem rreese– ones without as many requirements as the USr 

 

USeSee eoreJowee ore e 

Money is an issue – our Senator is a strong advocate for reducing taxes and reducing spending.  
 wereeise orreee  esomeemoiemeeeeeoe ddresseimmi r toeereoormreeWeeeeede e e   e orreoor eeiee
agriculture.  We do not want to choke our bi-lateral trade – legitm eeeer deeeeedseeoe oeteoeree
Endangered species is another issue.  Able to work out compromise for oil/gas and the 
eeiiroemeee  iseeeoede  e ieweewee“ ii rdkreeNo e orrie eoeeewee essorear iriee wi reer 

Believes in our gun rights.  Does not feel guns are the issue – it is a mental health issue.  He is for 
free trade agreements –  orreeee dmieiser toeeiseeoeeieeereseedeoe esseewe ea  io e  boreoreewee
environmentalist.  He is our senior Senator now.  He has eoeeseeee etmee weeeoore ooeer e edeoore
government are moreeao  riiedree weemedi edoesee reeaositoese– don’t listen to one media source – 
  ewereieoorm toeeoromeseier  esoor esreeMo weooeeweerweeori eisemoreeiisib ee ede ooderreeWeemosee
compromise on some issues – not on our principles. 

 

USeGr iese ooe i e- Ms. Lyndsey Erb-Sharkey (Membership Outreach Manager) and Mr. Erick 
Erickson (Director of Global Strategies) 

95%eooeewee or deaoao  toee iieseooesideeeweeUSree wreeeo ee st eewie sse ro ie emidd ee   sseiee
developing countries – produ tiee  a  ie eooeUSeagriculture combining science, technology and 
management – eweeao ereooeer deeeoem e weaor w sie eao ere iewearodo tiee  a  ie seeewee re ee
opportunity for agriculture.  We are not in a spectator sport.  We have to teach – promote - be 
advocates to facilitate – aroiideeieoorm toee edeoaeee w eee sree wereeise eee eioi ee– a new face 
to the consumer.  We need to speak with passion. 
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 weeUSeGr iese ooe i ew se emissioeeeoe oeee eeewoseeewat produce to consumers all over the world.  
They represent corn, sorghum, barley.  They currently represent 26 States and 115 Agribusinesses.  
They exist to work on expanding exports.  Currently working on the Farm Bill-  ieeie eeweeb t eeoore
USeexaoresr  Weemoseefi weeeoea rt ia eeeieeewee  ob  em rreeea   eree  reeerswiase reeewee   e ee
get things done – private sector – producer – market place – our government – differeeeeAg 
or  eii toese ede   i e ese– eieeeoore omaeteorsreeThe Export Exchange brings buyers and sellers 
together.  Teeoaeee ieeeooe ommoei  toeeise w eewe aseosereso ieearob emsree weedroo weeworeeoore
 oreearodo toee– it allowed other countries to compete on a greater scale than ever before.  We 
can’t control the weather – we will haveeeoere   imeoorem rreese weeeoorearodo toe returns.  The 
 or dest  eeroseseooreqo  ie e edeooodesafety.  The hard part is price which is the great equalizer. 

Future is the phenomenal growth in global middle class – a r   e e ro eweooe omaettoee– allure of 
ao i ieseew eem  estfleeer dee–    reooe teetoeeeoeewee  ob  eaersae tiee–    reooeieoorm toee– 
  as/bre rdo eeiee ommoei  toer 

We must support MAP (Market Access Program) and FMD (Foreign Market Development).  As 
producers we must support our asso i toesreTsre“wo e  ee ea   eieeewee  ob  em rreetk 

Note:  The Grains Council actually started in Texas over 50 years ago!! 

 

Mr. Dave Langdon – SeeioreE oeomiseeieeeweeOO eeooeewee wieoeE oeomisee iewieeeweeUSe ea remeeee
of Commerce’s Economics and Statst seTdmieiser toee(ESTy 

As for current events – we are in a sustainedere oier e ieweeweeseqoeser toee  te e se edr  reeWee
are not on a steady path – oore rossedomest earodo eeiseoae ededo eree rii eeea  ro  eema o meeee
has been growing consistently.  The private sector has added 6.5 million jobs.  The unemployment 
rate has decreased to 7.6%.  If you considered those not looking for a job – a reetmee woe  eee eoo  e
tmeejobe– unemployment would be up around 14%.  Around 1 million “discouraged workerskree ex se
has 2% unemployment. 

Seo rem rreeeiedi ese reemo weseroe ereieeUSeew eeoewerea reseooeewee or dr  Other governments are 
not stable. 

2/3 of our economy is represented by our consumers – buying – se  ie ree oesomere oefidee ee ede
seetmeeeeiseme sured.  How do you feel about the economy – the government? How we feel 
 ffe eseooresaeedie e– oore oefidee eeieeeweeooeoreree eeereseer eese ree o e– car buying is up.   

Our government is the drag on the growth of our economy – government spending in the military 
sector has been declining.  State and local government jobs are being reduced – Texas has reduced 0  
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eoe5%reeOb m ew se ommitedeeoeoorei eeG  e ro eweieese e ee ooeeriese– Brazil – Canada – Mexico 
– India – China.  We are having growth in new orders for exports – cars, farm machinery.   

Housing market is experiencing a turn- rooedree w eesai  seoiereieeoe oesero toeejobse– furniture 
arodo toee– all aspects of housing.  Housing starts in Texas are at an all-tme high.  Oil and natural 
arodo toeeiee ex seise eeie redib eeseor e– provides stability and dollars back into all segments of 
Texas economy.  A household spends approximately $3500 a year on gasoline.   

Oiere60emi  ioeeaeoa eeiisieeeweeUSee ch year – Mexi oee  e d eeUKeeJ a er 

Goeeoe eesosr oieoore   eqoestoesreeHooseoee  r esee ro ewe ie eiee ex sree     se– Ft. Worth metro-
plex strongest growth area.  Lubbock, Texas showing strong  ro ewe oma redeeoeUSe ier  er 

  

Mr. Bart Fischer – Chief E oeomiseee ommiteeeoeeT ri o eoreeeUSeHooseeooeReareseee ties 

MrreM teS wereie– Seeiore rooessioe  eSe ffeoore ommodie e o i  e ede roae esor e eee ommiteee
oeeT ri o eoreeeUSeHooseeooeReareseee ties 

s rmeBi  earo essese reedeb  reiee2011reeSt  eeoes rmeBi  ree weeSoaere ommiteee  se re eedeeoe
“we akeaoeeoor  rde earoaos  eorome ebi-a rts eeaositoereeNeiewereHouse nor Senate was marking 
up a bill – eoeflooretmereesie    e b eeeoe omeeeo eewere– sobmitede e5e e rea  ee– 4 hours later the 
Super Commiteeeoe  e a rer   oo weeeiiroemeeereeWeeeeededr st e w e esreeNoeoeeeise i  ie eeoe
make the hard decisions – m reeeweearo r me oesreeNeede218eioeeseeoe eee e ewie edoeeree ee2012e
eweeSee eee  se b eeeoe eee es rmeBi  e  rosseeweefloorreeWieweoa omie ee e toese– no one wanted to 
ioeeeoore eBi  e o dede ieweeete emeeese(80%esoode edeeoeritoeeeete emeeesyree 

Federal budget is based on current behavior – don’t change anything – joseeaoeeewees meear  t ese
out there for the next ten years.  We are currently 16.5 trillion in debt.  And the plan is to just keep 
doing what we are doing.  That’s their idea for a budget!!!  Can you imagine?? 

 wees rmeBi  eisefie    ebeie em rredeoae– scheduled for May 15th.  It has to be a bill that covers all 
 ommoditese– fair to everyone.  Crop insurance is the key element.  Programs and funding to 
encourage young farmers is also part of this bill – needed to address the aging farm community.  
s rmeBi  se ree riteeeeoe oiereeweediO o eetmese– people need to understand this. 

Congressman Bill Flores – USeHooseeooeReareseee tiesee17th Congressional District of Texas 

He wanted to welcome us to fantasy land!!  The Keystone Pipeline should be a no brainer.  Part of 
the problem is a lack of energy policy.  We need a clear strategy to be energy independent with 
eeiiroemeeeearoee toee  e r– nuclear power for electricity - carbon fuels are a big part of our foot 
print and will be for the next several decades so let’s use the revenues to build infra-structure for  
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renewable processes –  ee  eeee oeeeweearii eeem rreeeooeeooeeweeso otoee– oo oseoee  eere tiee
ooe seboeeoe  e weeeewe e reere d eoore oesomatoeree oeieeiseeoeeeO ieeee– why push it – it must pay 
out or the consumer can’t buy into it.  He believes that we should not use any product for bio-fuel 
that we use for food.  Hydraulic fracturing has allowed us to tap into oil and gas that we could not 
w ieere oieredeieetmesea sereOne of the problems is the use of 1 million gallons of water needed to 
“or  k.    weeeed e eredesae iese  eeswoo deeoeebeeaoee we deooeaeoa ereeWeemoseefiede e   eeoe
protect our environment – not hurt our economy – aoeeaeoa eefirse!!eeTeoewereissoeeiseeweeO e ee
Zoning Proposal – zone the oceans and the sources thereof.  Any stream that contributes – flo se– 
moves toward the ocean would be controlled by the Federal Government.    

Congressman Randy Neugebauer – USeHooseeooeReareseee tiesee19th Congressional District of Texas 

“Trade, Farm Bill, Housie e ede esor e ekr  Teoeweredebee ei ie e risiseiee eoe emoeewsree mmi r toee
reoorme  aeorie eeier oeeese teetoeeri weeeo reeThe events of Boston will add new elements to 
this debate – who is an enemy combatant? – Who should be allowed in this country?  He believes 
that the Farm Bill will be re-introduced and advanced.  We need reform of the SNAP program.  If we 
are going to cut the farm aspects – we need to cut the SNAP progr me se e  reHeew se e it eerede
   oeeieewiseoO ee– Are you pulling or are you riding?   

Congressman Pete Gallego – USeHooseeooeReareseee tieee23rd Congressional District of Texas 

“ mmi r toeeeA boreeHome  edeSe orie e ede orreeee ssoeses  ie eUSeT ri o eorek 

Heebe ieieseoorereareseee toeew sebe omee e“ oeero  edkedemo r   reesrome oorefirseed  e ooe ree
separated – Republican? –  emo r eteeNoeeoeifiedeiee e e   e– ier eoroser te ree800emiles of border 
in his district –and takes in San Antonio.   mmi r toeeis a huge issue for him.  Agriculture needs 
aeoa eeeoe orreoeeeweeo rmsreeHee  eeseeweea eweeoe itieeswiae– it is not amnesty.  We should allow 
the person that has worked hard – eoee oteeeiee e eeroob ee–  i  ie eeoea  e efieee edeb  ree xese– 
have an American to vouch for them – eoebe omee eeTmeri  ee itieereeHeeisedisi  osioeedeew eeoore
 oieremeeeeiseeoeere    ereareseete eeweeaeoa eree weree reeewreeea rtese– Tea Party – Republican – 
Democrat – and it is about the party agenda – not the people.  The majority of the majority has to 
soaaoreesomeewie ebeooreeiee eeseooeeoeeeweefloorree eeisere    ew rdeeoe eee e ewie edoeeree eoa ee ree
going to have to stop worrying about re-e e toee– vote what is right.  If Texas ever goes Democrat – 
game over.  Congressman Gallego is Democrat – but believes his job is to vote according to his 
 oesteoee  r 

Qoestoesee oe ooeewiereioe eeseoaaedeeete emeeeseeweseeaeoa ee oo dee reeo rmejobsteeHeebe ieiede
 eew iee osee orreeewi e eeer toe    reNoe– Americans are not going to take farm jobs. 

Reaob i  eseeeedeeoe oore eeewiseimmi r toeereoorme– seoae    ie eeweeMexi  eeaoao  toee“  ieeskr  
Reality is that we need reform – work on the issue – seoaeeweebi se ede eeeb  reeoedemo r t e 
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reareseee toeree wiseiseoore ooeer e– a rt ia eee– vote!!  It is the vocal minority that puts us in the 
ditch.  What does the majority really want?   Then unify and speak out!!! 

 ee  see oeier eieeeeseed  seooeieoorm toee edeoaieioereeOiere ed over I heard that the Ag 
 ommoeie e(   e sae eseooe  ri o eoree edeewee sso i toeseew eereareseeeeosye reeeoeeoeifiede– we do 
not have a strong voice –  ee reeieeeweeeree wesefi wte eooreb t ese ede osie eewee  rree 

sromeewee  aieo e ee efeooreeweesorde we ereeoore eeeejo  b eeeieeie eooe“He  oe o   !kee weeewe eree
alone was fi  ede ieweso wewiseor e edearesee eeooetmesea seree ee  se e re eeeieeie reeTede ieweewee
close of that curtain – soedideooretmeeieeW swie eoee r re omeeeoe e  oser 

 

April 24, 2013  Day 3 

Oorefirseeseoaeooeeweed  e  seiee  r ie eoeeeM r   edeeoeiisieeeweeBoeie es rme– a racing farm that 
also breeds oo  seebre rseworsesee edeer iesree eeise eo mi  eoaer toeem e  edeb eeweeo mi  ea eri r we
Mr. J. William Boniface.  Absolutely be otoo eo  i ie e– green grass – rolling hills – immaculate barns.  
This family prides themselves in producing champions – st  eeweee eor  e   re wee iseeooeworseseieeewee
 ieeerese ir  eeise oe e ede eeeweemoseearest iooseer  rsreeMrreBoeio  ee  soew se  long list of troubled 
 ooeweew eeweew se iieee ejobe edeeoreedeeweire iiese rooedree wise  se ee m iie eoaer toeeroeeb e
an amazing man. 

WeeeexeeeooredeeweeW ffleeHi  es rme– a Black Angus oaer toeeiee wor wii  eeeM r   edreeThis family 
is dedicated to farming – ewe e reeer esoerrie eeweireo rmeieeoe eareseri toeearo r meew ee i  eiesoree
the farm will remain intact and dedicated to farming. 

 weeBroomeseB oome  ir eise eeieeereste emixeooe e eser  ewiseor e edeee ebe ieeie sree weeo rme
and house date back to the early 1700’s.  The Dallam family milks about 65 cows by hand every day.  
They believe in an all-natural approach in the milking process – the grains fed –  edeeoe rtfi i  e
 ro ewewormoeesreeBoeeeweed ir eoaer toee  oeeew sebeeeeeoo wesoeewe ediiersifiede edeoaeeede e
sm   e  oéeo mooseooreiesei ee re me ede weeseearodo esreeBe ieieemee se e ertfi b eei ee re me
connoisseur – the ice cream was to die for!!  Not to worry my fellow Texans – st  eeoee se oode se
Blue Bell.  

Our last stop for the day was the Riehl Farm – an Amish Farm – owned by Sam and Susie Riehl.  In 
most of our stops we are being given insight into a business –  ee sso i toee–  eao it   e  eed e– a 
o rmeoaer toee– an opinion.  Sam just wanted to share his heart.  When asked why – he answered 
that it was all about the family – love of family – tmeeeoeeejo e edesw reeo mi  ree wi dreeeoe  ew iee
 ee8th  r deeedo  toeeieeTmiswes woo sreeG sae– right? He said that his father had asked him if he 
w deeeoo weedo  toeeeoearea reewimeoor life.  They ALL have choices and can leave the Amish 
community whenever they choose.  If one leaves, he can return – although Sam said that once  
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someoeeesaeedsetmeeieeewee“ooesideke or deewe ese domereeorn.  What valuable lesson might we 
take away?  Sam said we should not get greedy.  Greed causes many problems and much heartache.  
 e sredewime booeewise  t eeoaer toereeWieweee rseeweeeo demeeew eeweew deto sell all his cows and it 
was one of the hardest moments in his life.  But he said – God has a plan – accept the plan God has 
for you – sometmeseew eea  eeie  odese ete e oe edemoiie eoee– but it is God’s plan and we need 
eoefiedeeweejo eieeew eree ee  se emomeeeeooeeroeweooreme – as if the message was for me directly.  The 
drought has been so hard ooreoorer e wie eoaer toe and even now we are behind in Spring rainfall.  
My heart has been so heavy – constantly wrestling with what I was going to do with my own herd 
ew ee ew iee  re d e oeeb  rreeBeooree e efeoeeewiseeriae–  eree e iewooeesi eifi  eeer ieesooee– I would 
once again be facing selling my calves early – selling my replacement heifers – culling the herd again.  
Sam’s words rang true – God has a plan – God is in control –  emoseeeroseeGodeeoem tere w eem e
circumstances.  I knew then that as the scriptures say – I choose God – my family will always choose 
to serve and honor God eoem tereoore ir omse e eseorediO o tes – to God be the glory!! 

Back on the bus with our thoughts – miedse woreie e iewe   eeweeee eieoorm toeeeoearo essree wee
bus now headed away from the farms and into New York – M ew t e – the Millennium Broadway 
Hotel where I had stayed for years –  wereeeweedoorm eeree emee edes e e“reeaesmi ie keore“Ne e
York – Ne eYorrke se ee efeeweewoee ee  w moreie eoeeoore   eeoeooreoO esr  I felt like I was going 
home – m e  seeoO ee  se530  7th Tieeoeejoseeoffe imeseSqo rer TseeweeM ew t eesr  ieee  meeieeoe
view –  e  sefloodede iewememoriesr  I had made a choice years ago when my Dad became ill - to 
leave my New York career in fashion – eoereeoreeeoeeweeo mi  er e wie eoaer toereeAioeeiseeough.  It is 
not a spectator sport – especially for farmers and ranchers.  I have learned much about life since my 
return to the ranch.  I have learned to trust God for each day.  My sister died of cancer at age 30.  
She had a framed piece – “God let nothing happen to me today that you and I can’t handle 
eo eewerkreeGodeiseeeoo wem eorieedse– that’s ranching – that’s life!!!  I miss New York – the thrill of 
the deal – and most of all my dear friends.  But I would not change my decision to return to the 
rancwe edeewee ioee essoese ew ieebeeee ffordedr  

    

April 25, 2013  Day 4 

We had to be ready to board the bus at 5 AM because Dr. Jim wanted us to see the Fulton Fish 
M rreeeiee  toereeso eoeesisweM rreeeiseTmeri  eseo deseefiswem rreeree eeNoiembere2005eeit moved 
oromeSooeweSereeeeieeM ew t eeeoe ebr edeee e ie e(boi ee edeo eedyeo  i ie eieeeweeHoeese oieee
se toeeooeeweeBroexreesiswe reeflo eeoreero redeieeoee ed i  eb siseorome   eoiereeweeUSe edeewee or dr  
The buyers (including famous chefs) arrive fromemidei weeoet ee r  emoreie eeoem reeeweire
purchases.  Annual sales exceed one billion in sales. 
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NexeeBeej mieeMoseere(Vi ee resideeeeooeS  ese edeewirde eeer toeye  ieeose eeooreooeMoseere
Family Brands –  eme eea  rie eoaer toeeieeHoeese oieereeMosner Brands is a family owned and run 
business that started out with David Mosner purchasing meat from wholesalers and delivering it to 
butcher shops.  Lamb was added and the company became a leader in the industry of humanly 
r isedeie  ree we e oeteoeeeoe ddeee earodo ese– even wild game. 

Myra GordoeeiseeweeExe otieeTdmiee ire eoreooreHoeesee oieee rodo eeM rreereeSwee  ieeose eeoore
of the largest wholesale produce market in the world.  This facility covers 113 acres and employees 
over 10,000 people.  The produce is delivered fresh daily via plane, boat, rail, and trucks from 49 
states and 55 countries.   They serve the smallest to the largest stores bodegas, – upscale 
restaurants – caterers – steam and airline –everyone.  This market generates 2.2 to 2.4 billion in 
sales annually. 

The facility operates as a re  eese eee ooaer tiee– s eie toee– maintenance – own public safety – 
EMT oee o  toeeiee  seeooeiejor reeBo rdemeete eoe ee emoeewe– o eerse  ee teede– discuss rules 
 edere o  toesree edoser esae ifi ebo rde– the city owns the land and it costs 4.5 million to lease 
from the city.  

The country of origin labels gives them the ability to trace back to country – whicwefie de– which 
tracking plant – which truck it travelled on – to grower – even to seed if necessary.    If something is 
shoreeieeeweeUSe– there is always some place to get it.  The reason they look to other countries for 
arodo eeise weeeewe e  eeeefiedeieeieeeweeUSreeeWe are spoiled and want everything    eeweetmere She 
meetoeede e2e eere   eieeser  berriese– but talked about sourcing them somewhere else so there 
is never a shortage.   we e  soe orrew rdeeoedeie oae“ o   ke– any product that can be delivered in 
one day.   we ereo e“ w eeseridie ke- air, ship, train, truck – every day.  More complicated process 
for imports – iesae toesebeooreeiee e iese– iesae toeeweree– not right –  oeseb  rreeUS Teoeesi weree 

Product is ordered daily – the talk is about size – color – quality.   The coop has nothing to do with 
the owners business – ieeise ediseribotoee eeeerre New York Economic Development decides who gets 
to come into the building.  Not much buying and selling of their space –  eeer toe  ree 

Myra’s dad had retail stores and she grew up accustomed to having the best of everything.  She was 
 ee eB Semeete e– one woman wanted to know if they wanted to start a food coop.  She stepped up 
eoeroeeewee ooaree ee1986e– she was asked to interview to run this facility. She did and got the job. 

 They considered a ne e dditoee– 340 million – city wanted to split which would cost the owners 
120 million – at this point they could not do it. 

 wee oseeooeer esaore toee  ee oseemoreeew eeeweearodo eeiese oreeSwore  eeooeero rsedorie eaeak 
months.  Labor is paid $17 an hour – doob eetmeeoeewo id  se– pension – welfare – oiertmer 
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They really reached out during Hurricane Sandy – gave food to people.  They believe it is their 
responsibility to take care of others and give back to the community.  At the end of each day, 
remaining food is donaeedeeoe ommoeie eor  eii toese– the Food Bank and City Harvest.  The coop 
gives an enormous amount of food away as well as the individual owners give to assist those in 
need. 

Bosieesseisefl ee– no gain – but no loss currently.  Economic down turn has hurt their business.  With 
those that have lost their job – can’t buy as much – orem  beebo ie ediffereee  reeOne thing is for 
sure – this market will not only survive but always thrive.  They are obviously incredible business 
people – but more importantly they are people with heart who believe it is an honor to serve. 

With Myra leaving us with words about serving – we then went to the Community Kitchen – a soup 
kitchen, food pantry, and food training program in West Harlem.  The facility is run by the most 
amazing man – Daryl Foriest.  I asked him about his background and this was his story.  He told me 
that he was Director of Food Services for The Plaza and The Four Seasons.  He was at the top of his 
game – making big money – exaeesiieeM ew t ee a remeeee– BMW – all the accoutrements of a 
highly successful businessman.  Then he received a phone call from his brother who asked him what 
he was really doing with his life – making money for other people – not serving man or God.  The 
brother challenged him to reevaluate his life – that there were people who needed him – that he 
would be receiving a phone call from a man about community service.  The brother died the next 
d  e ede  r  e  se efe iewewisebroeweresewe rte eemess  ereeWweeeweere eiiedeeweeawoeee    e– he 
not only decided to talk – he decided to move – to leave his well-a  ie ejobe edee reeeweeaositoeeooe
Director of Meal Services for the Community Kitchen.  For Daryl –  e wrist eem ee– it is a calling 
that he enters into with love and compassion for everyone he comes in contact with.  He says: “you 
doeeeew ieeb ded  se weee ooe reewe aie eaeoa erkeeEier ed  eise e w   ee ee– but every day is an 
opportunity to express love. He has created a place – not just for a meal – but for community – a 
place to belong and feel loved – a place for edo  toee– m reoiersesoe ooe e omeee  eeoee earet e
– the right clothes for an interview.  He has helped people set up bank accounts – they save and the 
center matches.  There is no race game – no one is turned away that needs a plate of food.  During 
Hurricane Sandy – people who never needed their services were there for a meal.  They sent a van 
to pick up people – feed people.  It was dangerous, but Daryl knew that God would watch over them 
– that their work was not done.   

The kitchen prepares and serves over 10,000 meals a month – to working adults, children, 
homeless, seniors (eweeoor oteeeaeoa ey  edeaeoa ee iewedis bi itesreeBoeeewe earoiideesoemo we
more.  They don’t just feed the body – they feed the mind – they provide a safe social environment.  
They work with the people to insure their health and wellness – believing that when you are well, 
 ooe reeiee oeero ree we ew ieearo r mseooreedo  toeeeboee  soeeoe eeeeweeaeoa eeeo eewereeoeeoe  e
eoea rt ia eee– but to feel wanted – to create dignity. 
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They have also created Harlem Seeds to teach children how to grow their own foods – how to love 
the land – to learn every step from seed to the table.  The children have classes to learn how to 
prepare and cook the food they raised.  The older people get involved and cook with the children.  
Everyone wins. 

We were welcomed by the people – what they had they were willing to share.  We were served a 
lunch that was equivalent to any meal at the Four Seasons.  Our body was fed – but more 
importantly – our soul was nourished.  God’s presence can be felt at the Community Kitchen. 

 

Talk about from one extreme to the next - from our moving experience at the Harlem soup kitchen 
to the intensity of the Financial District – Wall Street.  Now we would hear from speakers involved in 
eweefie e i  e sae eseooe  ri o eoree– from Ag credit to commodity trading.  

Mr. Peter Connor – Vi ee resideeee– sie e eeeseder  es rme redieeB erseesoedie e oraor toe 

The Farm Credit System was created by an Act of Congress in 1916 -part of GSE.  The specifi e
mission – to provide sound dependable funding for American agriculture and rural America.  It is a 
coop owned by its borrowers (farmers, ranchers, agricultural cooaer tiese ederor  e ostomers) 247 
bi  ioeeiee sseesreeOeeeooeeweediseri eeb erseiseieeTosteee ex sreeMoseeooeeweeAg loans are collateralized 
by land.  The loans are made for prodo toee(seedemoee ye– agribusiness loans –  ommoei  toeee
energy, water.  Loan eligibility based oee redieee o   eer  e ederea  meeee  a  ie /  sweflo ree rediee
risreooe ere iee o eseiseredo edeb eoff-o rmeie omeesoor ese ede roaeiesor e ereeT eise eio  t ee
business but net income remains strong.  Low interest rates have beeee eaositier  Capital stands at 
15r7%eooreeweeS seemreeOoreiedoser eise    i   e edesobje eeeoem e erisrsreeAo eeaorto ioeie  odese– 
grains –   t ee– d ir eeoee mee eoe ree we eseere ediiersifiedeaorto ioe iewiee   ee aeseooe  ri o eoreree
T soediiersifi  toeeooe eo r awi   e rea keeps them strong – all 50 states.  Risks:  credit – ao it   e
(Farm Bill) – oaer toe  e– regulatory – reaoe toee– interest rate – the market.  Some of these risks 
can be managed – some cannot. 

They issue bonds to cover their loans – issued by the 4 System banks on a joint and several basis.  
They are AAA rated.  Interest is generally exempt from state, local and municipal income taxes.  A 
broad range of investors want these bonds.   we e  eeeflexibi ie e ieweb erse– tmie eem eorie ee
amount, structure, lowest possible cost. The investors want liquidity – regular issuance and 
transparency – incremental (highest) yield possible.  So there is a selling group that helps sell the 
bonds – Merrill Lynce, J.P Morgan, etc.  29ediffereeeese  ie e rooasreeTemess  e goes out through 
Bloomberg.  “We   eeeeoe o toeeeweseeboedskree omeeb  re iewe ooreieeereseer ee- deadline.  
Trader receives a concession (fee) for selling the bond.   
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The market does not respond well to unknowns - seqoeser toeeedebee ei ie ee edeoier   e
indebtedness –W swie eoeeao it sreeEoroae eesieo toee orseeew eeUSree eoa e are unhappy – job 
uncertainty, low pay, no increases.  1.9% GDP and 7.6% unemployment not factors conducive to 
oatmismr 

Farme rediees seemeiseoeeso ide rooedreeSeroe eieieseoredem edeise triboe b eeeoeseroe efie e i   
 oeditoeree hallenging market environment but m rreee   esseeoeooedie ew seeeierebeeeebeterr 

 

MrreS  eGi berte  resideeeee wieoe eiesemeeeeOO ere ede o-founder of Teucrium Trading, LLC 

Hees ideweeise e ommoditese o e– a rt o  r  eiee re seooeer die e ede iqoidie r  Traded for Cargill in 
ewee80ese– access to Russia – bought gas & oil.  Russian ships were not allowed into our ports so they 
just took 3 to 4 days – hired a lawyer –  w e edeeweefl  eoeeeweee erereeoe e ooeer eew ee  se   o ede
– ship got in.   

Eier ewie eisetmie reeYooe  eee ommoditeseiee ooreaorto ioreeHe deoiere eaeriodeooetmee– reduces 
io  t ie r   

MrreGi berteedeie oaedeewee iqoidie e edeeweese ed rde oeer  eeieeeweeeew eo em rreereeBoeewees  se
the government is not currently re o  te eewee mooeeeooeeew eo e ddedeeoe  so ieeree 

April 26, 2013 Day 5 

The bus dea reedeooreSoffo re ooee r   rreA rr eV eedeeV  reor  eiiedeeweesrid  es wedo e.  Oorefirsee
stop was an organic farm and market – with the perfect name – Garden of Eve.  Yes, the owners 
name is Eve.  The farm is owned and farmed by Eve and Chris Walbrecht.  They have started a 
“ ommoeie esw rekeooeeweireie ee b eseeflo erseeoroieseewerbea  eesee edee  sree weire  ieeesea  eeweme
in advance and then Eve’s Garden ships whatever is fresh that month to the clients.  So the clients 
are surprised every month with fresh vegetables.  70% of things grown are pre-sold.  Eve sends out 
 eeem i eee s etereew eeie  odesere iaeseooreeweemoeewseoresweie ee b ese– what has grown that 
month and how to prepare it.  Currently the farm has about 400 who have bought into the 
community share – 1500 clients that visit the garden regularly to make purchases.  It is a lifestyle 
change for most of these clients who reside in New York City but it is a way to link people back to 
the farm. 

Lunch was fun – a polish lunch at the Riverhead Polish Hall.  Joe Gergela with the Long Island Farm 
Bore oesaoreeeoeose booeeeweeAoe e s  edeo rmeissoesree oearoee eeeweeo rme  edeewe eeooe reesete e
 sidee  edeieeareseri toeeaor w seseeoereseri eeewee  edeooreo rmeoe  ree weearob emeiseew eeewee
farmer isest  eeoeearoee eedeoromeaeoa ee oma  ieie eorefi ie esoiese booeeeweeo rmeboi die seeswedsee
ee ree wee  edeiseSoffo re ooee eiseier eri we– oormedeb e    ieredeaosite eri wesoi eieeewise re ree we e 
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aree  soeb essede iewe boed eee  eerree eroe ee ombie toeeooreo rmie reeBoeeewee  edes  aeew se
changed and this has become the week-end gathering place for the rich and famous from New York 
City and all over the world – eweeH maeoesreeTedesoeeweeao it sebegin.  Simple lies work over 
 oma i  eedeeroewsrees bri  toesebe ieeoiereaest idese– farm abuse of land –   eere oee mie toeree
Joe has reached across the aisle to Hilary Clinton and made a friend who has helped him on 
numerous occasions.  Joe had a strong passionate message for all of us in the Ag business – we must 
bee  tiee– a rt ia eee–  orre iewe e e ede   esideseooeao it seeoe eeeooremess  eeooee ede di e ee
our agenda.  Get the truth out about who we really are and what we really do.  The EPA gains more 
power and control every day with a message people want to hear – but the message needs to get 
b  reeoeeweeeroewe edeseoaeaote eaeoa eeooeeooebosieesseieeeweee meeooe“s iie eeweeeeiiroemeeekreee
Weeeeede eoeifiedeioi eeiee  ri o eoree–   t eee r ins, fruits and vegetables – ao  e   e sso i toese
together for one strong truthful voice.  The message of food should be as powerful as the message 
on the environment.  The truth – we all want the same thing and we should be able to work 
together to accomp iswe ebooetoo esee  rdswiaeooeoore  ede ede  eereresoor esr 

Our next stop was the Half Hollow Nursery in Laurel located on 625 acres of Long Islands’ North 
Fork.  They have become a premier grower and distributor of quality nursery stock – evergreens, 
deciduous trees, perennials and seasonal color.  They have established a broad customer base – 
shipping products throughout the Northeast, Mid-Te  et eeMid eseee ede  e d r 

M rtee ede  ro eSidore reeeweeewirde eeer toeeeoeo rmeaoe eoeseoee oe e s  edeseNorth Fork.  Times 
w ieebeeeesoeeoo weooreeweeo rmeew eeewe ede idedeeoe eee re tiee edese reem rie e ewe re eaoe eoe
 wiaeret ee ooredeieere  esoeflo ereoi ree wosebe  eeNorewesorreaoe eoe wiasree wesee wiase ree oee
twice as thick as regular chips and come iee ei riee eooefl iorse– barbeque, sweet potato, cheddar, 
sour cream and onion.  They are all natural – eoeareseri tiese– Koswerree weire re tiie ew seeoee
m dee ioee e ee siereeboeeeweeNorewesorreaoe eoe wiaearodo toee i  es ieeeweeo mi  eo rmr   

Let’s see – what did we learn –  re tiie e– diiersifi  toee– resilience – perseverance – a family 
working together to preserve a legacy.  Hmmmmm – sounds like farmers to me. 

 

Our last stop was in Peconic - ewee ied reViee  rdse edeWieer e– Long Island’s best known wine 
producer.  The vineyard started as a dream of the founder –  rreHerodoeose“  eke  mi eose– in the 
1980esreeNo e fere30e e rseeweeiiee  rdeee oma ssesemoreeew ee500e  reseooe17ei rieteseooe r aese
-  r fie eewesee r aes into 23 varietals and proprietary blends.  They produce 70,000 cases of wine 
 e e rree eeisest  e eo mi  eo eede ed run business.  Steve Weir and Farm Credit East treated the group 
eoe e ieeee ste r 
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What an amazing trip.  You know – there is always a story to tell.  People in all walks of life have a 
story.  We shared those stories – those lives – even if for a moment.  We shared links to our past – 
fallen heroes – men and women who fought for what they believed – ooo weesoe eemi wee oeteoee
ooreoreedomse edebeeseree eweeedeeoee reeieit tieeeoefi weeoore w ee eebe ieieeiereeWeemeeeao it   e
leaders entrenched in agendas – a r   iedeb ediiersie reeWeemeeebo deao it i eseew ee ereeee   ede
– principled.  America is complicated – blessed – seeeaedeieewiseor eb sedeoee e oesteotoeeb sede
oee eGodeew eew se ffordedeose boed e ee edeex essreeTede eee–  eeo  eediO o eetmese– tmeseooe
 oefli ee ede diersie reeWwoebeterereo se booee diersie eew ee eo rmerteeWwoebeterereo se booee
 oieeooeGodeeo mi  ee ooeer ee ommoeie eew ee eo rmerteeWwoebetereoederse edseaerseier e ee– a 
servant’s heart – and truth than a farmer?  The agricultural community grows more than seeds of 
w rieseeeoeoeede ee toee– we have heart lessons to teach.   

 eeewee  aieo eewereeise eeies riatoes 

Wweeet    eebe iese– other arts follow.  The farmers therefore are the Founders of Human 
 iii ii toer 

We are very good at quietly going about our business.  But the one consistent message that 
 oeteoeseeoeresoe eeeooreooreAg community is that we must unify and speak out – speak the truth.  
 wee or deises eor eede iewemedi eoreei eoeeeier eeoai e edeeweireieeeraree toeree eoa eeeeedeeoe
know who we really are and what we really do.  With every trip we make –  eoee ebetereedo  eede– 
strengthened – energized – enabled.  God has a plan for each of us.  I don’t believe in random acts - 
so my being chosen for TALL was for a reason.  I am passionate about the work of our Ag community 
and the families that strive to preserve our food supply and a legacy.  We need a strong voice – 
advocates for agriculture.  I intend to be one!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


